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&  jlcfoena  to  §s>t  fosepi) 

How  to  Make  the  Novena 


Say  one  of  the  following  prayers ;  recite  the  Our 
Father  and  the  Hail  Mary,  three  times;  and  conclude 
with  the  Oblation:  O  Holy  Joseph,  etc.,  Page  8. 


The  First  Day 

Blessed  St.  Joseph,  born  to  be  the  guardian  of 
Jesus,  the  protector  and  consoler  of  Mary!  make 
powerful  intercession  for  me,  that  my  pious  reso¬ 
lutions  may  not  prove  in  vain;  that  I  may  be 
born  to  an  interior  and  spiritual  life;  that  I  may 
have  such  an  increase  of  sanctity,  so  ardent  a  love 
of  purity,  so  great  a  conviction  of  my  own  vile¬ 
ness,  so  clear  a  light  of  the  emptiness  and  vanity 
of  worldly  grandeur,  as  to  esteem  and  relish  only 
things  that  are  eternal:  Through  Our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  Who  livest  and  reignest  God,  world  with¬ 
out  end.  Amen. 

The  Second  Day 

Omnipotent  Creator  Whose  unerring  providence 
adds  joy  every  moment  to  the  Angels  in  heaven 
and  to  the  Saints  upon  earth,  I  most  humbly  beg, 
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through  the  intercession  of  St.  Joseph,  that  I 
may  cheerfully  acquiesce  and  rejoice  in  every 
thing  that  comes  from  Thy  fatherly  hand;  that  I 
may  be  vigorous  in  executing  Thy  divine  will  and 
glorify  Thee  in  my  present  state.  Grant  me  the 
true  spirit  of  mortification  to  subdue  my  stubborn 
passions,  to  satisfy  for  what  is  past  and  to  be  a 
preservative  from  future  dangers.  Grant,  that 
by  purity  of  intention,  the  meanest  of  my  actions 
may  be  acceptable  to  Thee,  as  was  the  mite  of  the 
poor  widow,  which  was  put  into  the  treasury 
of  the  temple.  Through  Jesus  Christ,  Our  Lord. 
Amen. 

The  Third  Day 

Omnipotent  God,  at  Whose  command  every 
tree  produced  fruit  of  its  kind,  grant,  through 
the  intercession  of  Mary  and  Joseph,  that  I  may 
serve  Thee  faithfully  in  the  state  in  which  Thou 
hast  placed  me.  I  firmly  believe  all  Thou  hast 
revealed;  protect  me,  lest  I  should  be  found  among 
the  number  of  those  foolish  Virgins,  who  carried 
lamps  without  oil.  Assist  me  with  Thy  powerful 
grace,  that  I  may  be  humble,  charitable  and 
chaste;  and  not  be  like  the  barren  fig-tree,  fit 
only  to  become  fuel  for  eternal  flames.  This 
grace  I  implore  through  the  infinite  merits  of 
Jesus,  my  Savior.  Amen. 
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The  Fourth  Day 

Holy  Ghost,  God  of  all  comfort!  If  Thou  seest 
it  expedient  for  the  security  of  my  salvation  that 
I  should  be  oppressed  with  tribulation,  permit  me 
not  to  fall.  Infinite  power  bear  me  up;  Thou 
knowest  my  weakness.  Favor  me  with  Thy  grace, 
that  I  may  be  compassionate  towards  my  neigh¬ 
bor,  and  govern  myself  with  the  same  spirit  of 
leniency  and  charity,  as  if  the  case  were  my  own.  I 
deplore  my  censorious  temper,  and  resolve  to  be 
upon  my  guard.  I  return  Thee  thanks  for  inspir¬ 
ing  me  with  the  resolution  of  becoming  better; 
but  of  myself  I  am  not  able  to  persevere  in  my 
good  intentions.  I  beg  Thy  assistance,  that  I  may 
fulfill  what  Thou  commandest;  and  then,  dear 
Lord,  command  what  Thou  pleasest.  Afflict  me 
with  such  crosses  as  I  can  endure,  that  I  may  dis¬ 
charge  at  least  a  part  of  the  great  debt  due  to  the 
divine  justice.  Grant,  through  the  intercession  of 
St.  Joseph,  that  after  my  temporal  trials,  whether 
exterior  or  interior,  I  may  find  that  permanent  joy 
with  which  Thou  renderest  him  and  his  immacu¬ 
late  Spouse,  eternally  happy:  Through  the  merits 
of  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  etc.  Amen. 

The  Fifth  Day 

O  Infinite  God!  how  truly  may  it  be  said  of 
me,  "the  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  ass  his 
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master’s  crib”;  but  thou  knowest  not  thy  Lord. 
I  admire  Thy  love  and  Charity;  I  am  ashamed  of 
my  tepidity  and  ingratitude.  Infinite  Goodness! 
Although  it  be  the  eleventh  hour  bestow  on  me  the 
promised  reward:  be  to  me  a  Savior.  Thou  Who 
hast  bled  for  me,  let  me  partake  of  Thy  eternal 
charity.  Grant,  that,  through  the  intercession  of 
St.  Joseph,  my  good  resolutions  may  be  perfected. 
I  also  beg  that,  when  I  receive  Thee  in  the  most 
Blessed  Sacrament,  I  may  be  favored  with  the  same 
sentiments  of  adoration,  love,  and  thanksgiving 
that  St.  Joseph  experienced,  when  he  received  Thee 
from  Simeon  to  restore  Thee  to  Thy  Blessed 
Mother.  Amen. 

The  Sixth  Day 

Jesus,  my  Maker  and  my  Master,  without 
Whose  merciful  assistance  I  walk  in  darkness  and 
perish,  I  most  humbly  beg,  through  the  interces¬ 
sion  of  St.  Joseph,  that  Thou  wilt  grant  me  grace 
to  escape  from  the  servitude  of  sin,  under  which 
I  have  so  long  struggled,  in  order  that  I  may  enjoy 
the  liberty  of  Thy  faithful  servants.  I  have  fre¬ 
quently  experienced  Thy  goodness  and  I  know 
Thy  power;  my  trust  is  in  both.  Oh!  grant  me 
constancy  to  despise  the  allurements  of  the  world 
and  to  remain  undaunted  under  afflicting  terrors. 
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My  dear  Redeemer,  I  have  too  often  lost  Thee  by 
sin;  I  have  willingly  and  wilfully  parted  with 
Thee,  to  follow  my  corrupt  inclinations.  O  God! 
Who  didst  come  to  seek  sinners,  take  pity  on  me. 
Thou  art  now  pleased  to  bless  me  with  such  a 
true  sense  of  my  former  offences,  that  I  grieve 
not  so  much  for  the  fear  of  punishment  as  for  the 
misfortune  of  having  offended  Thee,  the  center 
of  all  goodness. 

I  steadfastly  purpose,  through  Thy  grace,  to 
seek  Thee  seriously  by  the  reformation  of  my  life, 
that  I  may  find  Thee  in  heaven  reigning  with  the 
Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 

The  Seventh  Day 

Omnipotent  God,  Who  descendest  from  heaven 
to  bring  fire  on  the  earth,  inflame  my  frozen  heart 
that  I  may  imitate  the  virtues  of  St.  Joseph.  As 
a  poor  wretch  at  the  gate  of  some  noble  and  gen¬ 
erous  prince,  expecting  an  alms,  so  I  appear  be¬ 
fore  Thee,  wounded  in  all  my  senses  by  sin  and 
imploring  charity  in  my  great  distress.  I  grieve 
for  what  is  passed,  not  because  I  fear  but  because 
I  love.  Nothing  has  succeeded  with  me  because 
I  never  consulted  Thee  as  I  ought:  I  hope,  O 
Lord!  that  I  do  not  come  too  late.  I  beg, 
through  the  intercession  of  St.  Joseph,  that  I 
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may  avoid  evil  and  do  good;  that  I  may  leave  the 
broad  way  of  iniquity  and  walk  in  the  narrow  road 
that  leads  to  eternal  happiness;  that  I  may  conse¬ 
crate  the  remaining  days  of  my  life  to  Thy 
honor  and  attain  the  end  for  which  I  was  created 
— to  admire,  praise  and  love  Thee,  for  ever  and 
ever.  Amen. 

The  Eighth  Day 

O  Most  glorious  Patriarch,  my  dear  Patron, 
blessed  are  the  eyes  that  see  what  you  now  see. 
Through  the  infinite  merits  of  Christ  and  by 
your  powerful  intercession  I  hope  with  holy 
Job  that  I  shall  see  God,  my  Savior.  Extend 
in  favor  of  your  unworthy  client  those  happy 
arms  that  so  often  bore  the  Son  of  God  and  pro¬ 
vided  for  Him.  Petition  that  I  may  live,  as  I 
wish  to  die,  always  in  the  divine  favor.  I  humbly 
implore  you  to  entreat  your  immaculate  Spouse,  to 
unite  her  supplications  with  yours,  that  I  may  be 
of  the  blessed  number  of  the  elect.  I  most  sin¬ 
cerely  desire  that  you  may  be  present  at  the  dread¬ 
ful  hour  of  my  death;  and  that  the  last  words 
uttered  by  my  parting  breath  may  be  Jesus,  Mary 
and  Joseph. 

Thy  mercy  is  above  all  Thy  works,  O  most 
Holy  Trinity!  I  now  appeal  from  the  tribunal  of 
Thy  justice  and  prostrate  myself  before  the  throne 
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of  Thy  mercy,  to  obtain  the  pardon  of  my  sins 
and  grace  to  persevere  in  keeping  Thy  command¬ 
ments  to  the  end  of  my  life:  Who  livest  and  reign  - 
est  God,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

The  Ninth  Day 

Holy  St.  Joseph,  who  are  that  good  and 
faithful  servant,  to  whom  God  committed  the 
care  of  His  family;  whom  He  appointed  guardian 
and  protector  of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  com¬ 
fort  and  support  of  His  Holy  Mother  and  the  de¬ 
pository  of  His  great  design  of  the  redemption 
of  mankind;  you  who  had  the  happiness  of  living 
with  Jesus  and  Mary  and  of  dying  in  their  arms; 
chaste  spouse  of  the  Mother  of  God;  model  and 
patron  of  pure  souls,  humble,  patient  and  re¬ 
served;  be  moved  with  the  confidence  we  place  in 
your  intercession  and  accept  with  kindness  this 
testimony  of  our  devotion. 

We  give  thanks  to  God  for  the  signal  favor  He 
has  been  pleased  to  confer  on  you  and  we  beg 
Him,  through  your  intercession,  to  enable  us  to 
imitate  your  virtues.  Pray  for  us,  then,  O  great 
Saint;  and  by  that  love  which  you  had  for  Jesus 
and  Mary  and  by  the  love  which  they  had  for  you, 
obtain  for  us  the  incomparable  happiness  of  living 
and  dying  in  the  love  of  Tesus  and  Mary.  Amen. 
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A  Votive  Oblation  to  St.  Joseph 

O  Holy  Joseph,  virgin  spouse  of  the  Virgin 
Mother  of  God,  most  glorious  advocate  of  all  such 
as  are  in  danger  or  in  their  last  agony  and  most 
faithful  protector  of  all  the  servants  of  Mary,  your 
dearest  Spouse!  I,  N.,  in  the  presence  of  Jesus  and 
Mary,  do,  from  this  moment,  choose  you  for  my 
powerful  patron  and  advocate,  in  order  that  I 
may  obtain  the  grace  of  a  most  happy  death:  I 
firmly  resolve  and  purpose  never  to  forsake  you; 
not  to  say,  or  do  anything  against  your  honor. 
Receive  me,  therefore,  for  your  constant  servant 
and  recommend  me  to  the  protection  of  Mary 
your  dearest  Spouse  and  to  the  everlasting  mercies 
of  Jesus  my  Savior.  Assist  me  in  all  the  actions 
of  my  life;  I  now  offer  them  to  the  greater  and 
everlasting  glory  of  Jesus  and  Mary  as  well  as  to 
your  own. 

Pope  Pius  IX  granted  to  those  ma\ing  the  Novena 
of  St.  Joseph;  (a)  300  days'  indulgence  once  a  day  and 
( b )  a  Plenary  Indulgence  during  the  Novena,  under 
the  usual  conditons:  Confession,  Communion  and 
Prayer  according  to  the  Pope’s  intention,  i.e.,  Our 
Father,  Hail  Mary  and  Glory  Be  to  the  Father,  etc.,  once. 

Litany  of  St.  Joseph 

300  days’  Indulgence 

Lord,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Christy  have  mercy  on  us. 
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Lord,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Christ,  hear  us. 

Christ ,  graciously  hear  us. 

God,  the  Father  of  Heaven,  have  mercy  on  us. 

God,  the  Son,  Redeemer  of  the  world,  have  mercy 
on  us. 

God,  the  Holy  Ghost,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Holy  Trinity,  one  God,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Holy  Mary 
Saint  Joseph 

Illustrious  Scion  of  David 
Light  of  Patriarchs 
Spouse  of  the  Mother  of  God 
Chaste  Guardian  of  the  Virgin 
Foster-Father  of  the  Son  of  God 
Diligent  Defender  of  Christ 
Head  of  the  Holy  Family 
Joseph  most  just 
Joseph  most  chaste 
Joseph  most  prudent 
Joseph  most  valiant 
Joseph  most  obedient 
Joseph  most  faithful 
Mirror  of  patience 
Lover  of  poverty 
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Model  of  workers 
Ornament  of  domestic  life 
Guardian  of  virgins 
Safeguard  of  families 
Solace  of  the  afflicted 
Hope  of  the  sick 
Patron  of  the  dying 
Terror  of  the  demons 
Protector  of  Holy  Church 

Lamb  of  God,  Who  takest  away  the  sins 
world,  spare  us,  O  Lord. 

Lamb  of  God  Who  takest  away  the  sins 
world,  graciously  hear  us,  O  Lord. 

Lamb  of  God  Who  takest  away  the  sins 
world,  have  mercy  on  us. 

V.  He  has  placed  him  Lord  of  His  house. 
R.  And  Prince  of  all  His  possessions. 


of  the 
of  the 
of  the 


Let  Us  Pray 


O  God,  Who  by  an  ineffable  providence  wert 
pleased  to  elect  the  Blessed  Joseph  as  Spouse  of 
Thy  Mother;  grant,  we  beseech  Thee,  that  as  we 
venerate  him  as  protector  on  earth  we  may  de¬ 
serve  to  have  him  as  intercessor  in  heaven,  who 
livest  and  reignest  world  without  end.  Amen. 


: 
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PRAYER  TO  ST.  JOSEPH 

ORDERED  BY  POPE  LEO  XIII 

For  the  Month  of  October 

To  thee,  O  Blessed  Joseph,  we  have  recourse 
in  our  tribulations,  and  while  imploring  the  aid 
of  thy  most  holy  Spouse,  we  confidently  invoke 
thy  patronage  also.  By  that  love  which  united 
thee  to  the  Immaculate  Virgin  Mother  of  God, 
and  by  the  fatherly  affection  with  which  thou 
didst  embrace  the  Infant  Jesus,  we  humbly  be¬ 
seech  thee  graciously  to  regard  the  inheritance 
which  Jesus  Christ  purchased  by  His  Blood  and 
to  help  us  in  our  necessities  by  thy  powerful 
intercession. 

Protect,  O  most  provident  guardian  of  the  Holy 
Family,  the  chosen  children  of  Jesus  Christ;  ward 
off  from  us,  O  most  loving  father,  all  taint  of 
error  and  corruption;  graciously  assist  us  from 
heaven,  O  most  powerful  Protector,  in  our  strug¬ 
gle  with  the  powers  of  darkness;  and  as  thou 
didst  once  rescue  the  Child  Jesus  from  imminent 
peril  to  His  life,  so  now  defend  the  Holy  Church 
of  God  from  the  snares  of  her  enemies  and  from 
all  adversity.  Shield  each  one  of  us  with  thy 
unceasing  patronage,  that  imitating  thy  example, 
and  supported  by  thy  aid  we  may  be  enabled  to 
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live  a  good  life,  die  a  holy  death,  and  secure  ever¬ 
lasting  happiness  in  heaven.  Amen. 

Seven  years  and  seven  quarantines,  if  said  after  the 
Rosary  in  October.  At  other  times  300  days  indulgence 
but  the  expression  “while  imploring  the  aid  of  thy 
most  holy  Spouse”  should  be  omitted. 

Thirty  Days'  Prayer  to  St.  Joseph 

Ever  Blessed  and  Glorious  Joseph,  kind  and 
indulgent  father,  and  compassionate  friend  of  all 
in  sorrow!  through  the  bitter  grief,  with  which 
thy  heart  was  saturated  when  thou  didst  behold 
the  sufferings  of  the  Infant  Savior  and  in 
prophetic  views  did  contemplate  His  most  ignom¬ 
inious  passion  and  death,  take  pity,  I  beseech  thee, 
on  my  poverty  and  necessity,  counsel  me  in  my 
doubts  and  console  me  in  all  my  anxieties.  Thou 
art  the  good  father  and  protector  of  orphans, 
the  advocate  of  the  defenceless,  the  patron  of 
those  who  are  in  need  and  desolation.  Do  not 
then  disregard  the  petition  of  thy  poor  child; 
my  sins  have  drawn  down  upon  me  the  just  dis¬ 
pleasure  of  my  God,  and  hence  I  am  surrounded 
with  sorrows.  To  thee,  O  loving  guardian  of  the 
poor  neglected  Family  of  Nazareth,  do  I  fly  for 
shelter  and  protection. 

Listen,  then,  I  entreat  of  thee,  with  a  father’s 
solicitude,  to  the  earnest  prayer  of  thy  poor  sup- 

[12] 


plicant,  and  obtain  for  me  the  object  of  my 
petition.  I  ask  it  by  that  infinite  mercy  of  the 
eternal  Son  of  God,  which  induced  Him  to  assume 
our  nature,  and  to  be  born  into  this  world  of 
sorrow.  I  ask  it  by  that  humility  which  filled 
thy  heart,  when  awed  by  the  mystery  wrought 
in  thy  Immaculate  Spouse,  thou  didst  regard  thy¬ 
self  as  unworthy  of  her. 

I  ask  it  by  that  weariness,  solicitude,  and  suf¬ 
fering,  which  thou  didst  endure  when  thou 
soughtest  in  vain  at  the  Inn  of  Bethlehem  a 
shelter  for  the  Holy  Virgin,  and  a  birthplace  for 
the  Infant  God,  and,  when  being  everywhere 
refused,  thou  wert  obliged  to  consent  that  the 
Queen  of  Heaven  should  give  birth  to  the  world’s 
Redeemer  in  a  wretched  stable. 

I  ask  it  by  the  painful  blood-shedding  thou 
didst  witness  at  His  Circumcision.  I  ask  it  by 
the  sweetness  and  power  of  the  sacred  name, 
Jesus,  which  thou  didst  confer  on  the  adorable 
Infant.  I  ask  it  by  that  mortal  anguish  inflicted 
on  thee,  by  the  prophecy  of  holy  Simeon,  which 
declared  the  Child  Jesus  and  His  Holy  Mother 
to  be  the  future  victims  of  our  sins,  and  of  their 
own  great  love  for  us.  I  ask  it  through  that 
sorrow  and  anguish  which  filled  thy  soul,  when 
the  angel  declared  to  thee  that  the  life  of  the 
Child  Jesus  was  sought  by  His  enemies,  from 
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whose  impious  design  thou  wert  obliged  to  fly 
with  Him  and  His  blessed  Mother  into  Egypt. 

I  ask  it  by  all  the  pains,  fatigues  and  toils  of 
that  long  and  perilous  journey.  I  ask  it  by  all 
the  sorrows  thou  didst  endure  when  in>  Egypt, 
when  sometimes  thou  wert  unable,  even  by  the 
sweat  of  thy  brow,  to  procure  daily  food  for  thy 
poor  Family. 

I  ask  it  by  all  thy  solicitude  to  preserve  the 
Sacred  Child  and  His  Immaculate  Mother,  during 
thy  second  journey,  when  thou  wert  ordered  to 
return  to  thy  native  country.  I  ask  it  by  thy 
peaceful  dwelling  in  Nazareth,  in  which  so  many 
joys  and  sorrows  were  mingled.  I  ask  it  by  thy 
extreme  affliction,  in  being  three  days  deprived 
of  the  company  of  the  Adorable  Child.  I  ask 
it  by  thy  joy  at  finding  Him  in  the  temple,  and 
by  the  unspeakable  consolation  imparted  to  thee 
in  the  cottage  of  Nazareth,  while  living  in  the 
society  of  the  Infant  Jesus.  I  ask  it  by  that 
wonderful  condescension,  by  which  He  subjected 
Himself  to  thy  will. 

I  ask  it  through  that  sorrowful  foresight  thou 
hadst  continually  in  thy  mind,  of  all  the  Infant 
Jesus  was  to  suffer,  when  thou  shouldst  be  no 
longer  by  His  side. 

I  ask  it  by  that  painful  contemplation,  by 
which  thou  foresawest  those  divine  Infant  Hands 
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and  Feet,  now  so  active  in  serving  thee,  one  day 
pierced  with  cruel  nails;  that  Head  which  rested 
gently  on  thy  breast,  crowned  with  sharp  thorns; 
that  delicate  Body,  which  thou  didst  tenderly 
fold  in  thy  mantle  and  press  to  thy  heart,  stripped, 
mangled,  and  extended  on  a  cross. 

I  ask  it  by  that  heroic  sacrifice  of  thy  will 
and  best  affections,  by  which  thou  didst  offer 
up  to  the  Eternal  Father  the  last  awful  moment, 
when  the  Man  God  was  to  expire  for  our  salvation. 

I  ask  it  by  that  perfect  love  and  conformity, 
with  which  thou  didst  receive  the  divine  order 
to  depart  from  this  life,  and  from  the  company 
of  Jesus  and  Mary.  I  ask  it  by  that  exceeding 
great  joy  which  filled  thy  soul,  when  the  Redeemer 
of  the  world,  triumphant  over  death  and  hell, 
entered  into  possession  of  His  kingdom,  and  con¬ 
ducted  thee  also  into  it  with  especial  honors. 
I  ask  it  through  Mary’s  glorious  Assumption,  and 
through  that  endless  bliss,  which  with  her  thou 
wilt  eternally  derive  from  the  presence  of  God. 

O,  good  father!  I  beseech  thee,  by  all  thy 
sufferings,  sorrows,  joys,  hear  me,  and  obtain  the 
grant  of  my  earnest  petitions.  [ Here  name  them 
or  reflect  on  them.]  Obtain  for  all  those  who 
have  asked  my  prayers,  all  that  is  useful  to  them 
in  the  designs  of  God.  And  finally,  my  dear 
patron  and  father,  be  thou  with  me  and  all  who 
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are  dear  to  me,  in  our  last  moments,  that  we  may 
eternally  chant  the  praises  of 

JESUS,  MARY  AND  JOSEPH 

"A  blameless  life,  St.  Joseph,  may  we  lead, 

By  thy  kind  patronage,  from  danger  freed.” 

Indulgence  of  300  days. — Leo  XII. 

The  Seven  Sorrows  and  Joys  of  St.  Joseph 

I.  St.  Joseph  pure  spouse  of  most  holy  Mary, 
the  trouble  and  the  anguish  of  thy  heart  were 
great,  when,  being  in  sore  perplexity,  thou  wast 
minded  to  put  away  thy  stainless  spouse;  but 
thy  joy  was  inexpressible  when  the  Archangel 
revealed  to  thee  the  sovereign  mystery  of  the 
Incarnation. 

By  this  thy  sorrow  and  thy  joy,  we  pray  thee 
to  comfort  our  souls  now  and  in  their  last  pains 
with  the  consolation  of  a  well  spent  life  and  a 
holy  death  like  unto  thine  own  with  Jesus  and 
Mary  at  our  side. 

Our  Lathery  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be  to  the 
Lather,  etc. 

II.  St.  Joseph,  most  blessed  Patriarch,  chosen 
to  the  office  of  reputed  father  of  the  Word  made 
Man,  thy  pain  was  keen  when  thou  didst  see  the 
Infant  Jesus  born  in  abject  poverty;  but  thy  pain 
was  changed  into  heavenly  joy  when  thou  didst 
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hear  the  harmony  of  angel-choirs,  and  behold  the 
glory  of  that  night. 

By  this  thy  sorrow  and  thy  joy,  we  pray  thee 
to  obtain  for  us  that,  when  the  journey  of  life  is 
ended,  we,  too,  may  pass  to  that  blessed  Land 
where  we  shall  hear  the  angel-chants  and  rejoice 
in  the  bright  light  of  heavenly  glory. 

Our  Father ,  Hail  Mary ,  Glory  be  to  the  Father ,  etc. 

III.  St.  Joseph,  ever  most  obedient  in  fulfilling 
the  commands  of  God,  thy  heart  was  pierced 
with  pain  when  the  Precious  Blood  of  the  Infant 
Savior  was  shed  at  His  Circumcision;  but  the 
Name  of  Jesus  brought  thee  new  life  and  heavenly 

j°y- 

By  this  thy  sorrow  and  thy  joy,  obtain  for  us 
that,  being  freed  in  life  from  every  vice,  we,  too, 
may  cheerfully  die,  with  the  sweet  Name  of 
Jesus  in  our  hearts  and  on  our  lips. 

Our  Father ,  Hail  Mary ,  Glory  be  to  the  Father ,  etc. 

IV.  St.  Joseph,  faithful  Saint,  partner  in  the 
mysteries  of  man’s  Redemption,  the  prophecy  of 
Simeon  foretelling  the  sufferings  of  Jesus  and 
Mary  caused  thee  a  pang  like  that  of  death;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  his  prediction  of  the  salvation 
and  glorious  resurrection  of  innumerable  souls, 
filled  thee  with  the  greatest  joy. 

By  this  thy  sorrow  and  thy  joy,  help  us  with 
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thy  prayers  to  be  of  the  number  of  those  who, 
by  the  merits  of  Jesus  and  the  intercession  of  His 
Virgin  Mother,  shall  be  partakers  of  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  to  glory. 

Our  Father,  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 

V.  St.  Joseph  watchful  guardian  and  intimate 
friend  of  the  Incarnate  Son  of  God,  how  greatly 
didst  thou  toil  to  nurture  and  to  serve  the  Son 
of  the  Most  High,  especially  in  the  flight  thou 
madest  with  Him  into  Egypt;  but  how  great 
thy  joy  in  having  God  Himself  always  with  thee, 
and  in  seeing  the  overthrow  of  the  idols  of  Egypt! 

By  this  thy  sorrow  and  thy  joy,  obtain  for  us 
the  grace  to  keep  far  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
enemy  of  our  souls,  by  avoiding  all  dangerous 
occasions,  so  that  no  idol  of  earthly  affection 
may  any  longer  occupy  our  hearts;  but  that, 
being,  like  thee,  entirely  devoted  to  the  service 
of  Jesus  and  Mary,  we  may  live  and  die  for  them 
alone. 

Our  Father,  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 

VI.  St.  Joseph,  angel  on  earth,  who  didst  mar¬ 
vel  to  see  the  King  of  Heaven  obedient  to  thy 
bidding:  if  the  consolation  of  thy  heart,  on  bearing 
him  home,  was  disturbed  by  the  fear  of  Archelaus, 
yet,  being  reassured  by  the  Angel,  thou  didst 
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return  with  joy  and  dwell  most  peacefully  in 
Nazareth,  in  the  company  of  Jesus  and  Mary. 

By  this  thy  sorrow  and  thy  joy,  obtain  for  us, 
that,  having  our  hearts  freed  from  idle  fears,  we 
may  enjoy  the  peace  of  a  tranquil  conscience, 
dwelling  safely  with  Jesus  and  Mary,  and  dying 
at  last  in  their  arms. 

Our  Father ,  Hail  M ary,  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 

VII.  St.  Joseph,  bright  example  of  every  virtue, 
in  great  sorrow  thou  didst  search  for  Jesus,  the 
Holy  Child,  for  three  long  days,  until  with  joy 
unspeakable  thou  didst  find  Him,  Who  was  thy 
life,  amidst  the  doctors  in  the  temple. 

By  this  thy  sorrow  and  thy  joy,  we  pray  thee 
with  our  whole  heart  so  to  interpose  in  our  behalf, 
that  we  may  never  lose  Jesus  by  mortal  sin;  and 
if  unhappily  we  ever  lose  Him,  then  we  pray 
thee  to  aid  us  to  seek  Him,  particularly  in  the 
hour  of  our  death,  that  we  may  pass  from  this 
life  to  enjoy  Him  for  ever  in  Heaven,  there  to 
sing  with  thee  His  divine  mercies  for  all  eternity. 

Our  Father,  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 

Ant.  Jesus  Himself  was  about  thirty  years  old, 
being  as  it  was  supposed,  the  Son  of  Joseph. 

V.  Pray  for  us,  O  holy  Joseph. 

R.  That  we  may  be  made  worthy  of  the 
promises  of  Christ. 
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Let  Us  Pray 

O  God,  who  in  Thine  ineffable  providence  didst 
vouchsafe  to  choose  blessed  Joseph  to  be  the 
Spouse  of  Thy  most  holy  Mother;  grant,  we 
beseech  thee,  that  we  may  be  worthy  to  have  him 
for  our  intercessor  in  Heaven  whom  on  earth  we 
venerate  as  our  protector.  Who  livest  and  reignest, 
world  without  end.  Amen. 

(Indulgences :  100  days  once  a  day,  300  days  on  Wednesdays, 
and  every  day  of  the  two  novenas  preceding  the  two  feasts 
of  St.  Joseph.  Plenary  Indulgence  for  each  Sunday,  when 
recited  on  any  seven  consecutive  Sundays.  Pius  IX.,  1st  Feb., 
1847. 

Act  of  Consecration  to  St.  Joseph 

O  Blessed  St.  Joseph,  I  consecrate  myself  to  thy 
honor,  and  give  myself  to  thee,  that  thou  mayest 
always  be  my  father,  my  protector,  and  my  guide 
in  the  way  of  salvation.  Obtain  for  me  a  great 
purity  of  heart  and  a  fervent  love  of  the  interior 
life.  After  thy  example  may  I  do  all  my  actions 
for  the  greater  glory  of  God,  in  union  with  the 
Divine  Heart  of  Jesus  and  the  Immaculate  Heart 
of  Mary.  And  do  thou,  O  Blessed  St.  Joseph, 
pray  for  me,  that  I  may  share  in  the  peace  and 
joy  of  thy  holy  death.  Amen. 

Memorare  to  St.  Joseph 

Remember,  most  pure  spouse  of  Mary  ever 
Virgin,  my  loving  protector,  St.  Joseph,  that  never 
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has  it  been  heard  that  anyone  ever  invoked  thy 
protection,  or  besought  aid  of  thee,  without  being 
consoled.  In  this  confidence  I  come  before  thee. 
I  fervently  recommend  myself  to  thee.  Despise 
not  my  prayer,  foster-father  of  Our  Redeemer, 
but  do  thou  in  thy  pity  receive  it.  Amen. 

(300  days,  once  a  day. — Pius  IX.,  June  26th,  1863.) 

Prayer  to  St.  Joseph  for  a  Particular  Intention 

O,  St.  Joseph,  whom  no  one  ever  yet  invoked  in 
vain;  you,  whose  power  with  God  is  so  great, 
that  it  has  been  truly  said:  "In  heaven  Joseph 
commands  rather  than  supplicates:”  tender  father, 
pray,  intercede  for  me.  St.  Joseph  be  my  advocate 
with  this  Divine  Son,  whose  foster-father  and 
faithful  protector  you  were  here  below.  Add  to 
all  your  glories  this,  of  gaining  the  despaired-of 
cause  that  I  confide  to  you.  I  believe,  yes,  I 
believe  that  you  can  grant  my  petitions  by  deliver¬ 
ing  me  from  the  troubles  that  overwhelm  me, 
and  the  desolation  in  which  my  soul  is  plunged. 

I  have,  besides,  the  firm  hope  that  you  will 
neglect  nothing  in  favor  of  the  afflicted  who 
invoke  you. 

Humbly  prostrate  at  your  feet,  good  St.  Joseph, 
I  implore  of  you,  have  pity  on  my  sorrows  and 
tears,  cover  me  with  the  mantle  of  your  merciful 
protection,  and  bless  me.  Amen. 
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Prayer  to  St.  Joseph  for  Purity 

Guardian  of  virgins,  and  holy  father,  Joseph,  to 
whose  faithful  custody  Christ  Jesus,  Innocence 
Itself,  and  Mary,  Virgin  of  virgins,  were  com¬ 
mitted;  I  pray  and  beseech  thee,  by  these  dear 
pledges,  Jesus  and  Mary,  that,  being  preserved 
from  all  uncleanness,  I  may  with  spotless  mind, 
pure  heart,  and  chaste  body,  ever  serve  Jesus  and 
Mary  most  chastely  all  the  days  of  my  life. 
Amen. 

(100  days  once  a  day. — Pius  IX.,  14th  Feb.,  1877.) 

Prayer  to  St.  Joseph  for  a  Happy  Death 

O  Blessed  Joseph,  who  didst  yield  up  thy  last 
breath  in  the  arms  of  Jesus  and  Mary,  obtain  for 
me,  I  beseech  of  you,  the  grace  of  a  happy  death. 
Defend  me  from  the  attacks  of  my  infernal 
enemy  in  that  hour  of  pain  and  anguish,  to  which 
I  now  invite  you,  that  you  may  assist  me  by 
your  presence  and  protect  me  by  your  power; 
and  obtain  for  me  this  grace,  O  holy  Joseph,  that 
I  may  breathe  forth  my  soul  in  praise,  saying  in 
spirit,  if  I  am  unable  to  do  so  in  words:  Jesus, 
Mary  and  Joseph,  I  give  you  my  heart  and  my 
life.  Amen. 
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Indulgenced  Aspirations  to  St.  Joseph  and 
the  Holy  Family 

O  Joseph,  Virgin  foster-father  of  Jesus,  most 
pure  spouse  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  pray  for  us  daily 
to  the  Son  of  God,  that,  armed  with  the  weapons 
of  His  grace,  we  may  fight  as  we  ought  in  life, 
and  be  crowned  by  Him  in  death. 

(100  days  twice  a  day. — Pius  X.,  16th  Nov.,  1906.) 

St.  Joseph,  foster-father  of  Our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  true  spouse  of  Mary  ever  Virgin,  pray 
for  us. 

(300  days  once  a  day. — Leo  XIII.,  15th  May,  1891.) 

St.  Joseph,  model  and  patron  of  those  who  love 
the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus,  pray  for  us. 

(100  days  once  a  day. — Leo  XIII.,  19th  Dec.,  1891) 

O  glorious  St.  Joseph,  deign  to  pray  for  us  and 
for  the  Souls  in  Purgatory. 

(100  days. — Leo.  XIII.,  13th  April,  1888.) 

Grant,  O  holy  Joseph,  that,  ever  secure  under 
thy  protection,  we  may  pass  our  lives  without 
guilt. 

(300  days  once  a  day. — Leo  XIII.,  18th  March,  1882.) 

Jesus,  Mary,  and  you,  O  good  Joseph,  bless  us 
now  and  at  the  hour  of  our  agony. 

(50  days  each  time. — Pius  X.,  9th  June,  1906.) 
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Jesus,  Mary  and  Joseph,  I  give  you  my  heart 
and  my  soul. 

Jesus,  Mary  and  Joseph,  assist  me  in  my  last 
agony. 

Jesus,  Mary  and  Joseph,  may  I  breathe  forth 

my  soul  in  peace  with  you. 

(300  days. — Pius  VII.,  28th  April,  1807.) 

Jesus,  Mary,  Joseph. 

(7  years  and  7  quarantines,  each  time. — Pius  X.. 

8th  June,  1906.) 

HYMNS 

Dear  Guardian  of  Mary 

Dear  Guardian  of  Mary,  dear  nurse  of  her  child! 
Life’s  ways  are  full  weary,  the  desert  is  wild. 

Bleak  sands  are  all  round  us,  no  home  can  we  see ; 
Sweet  Spouse  of  Our  Lady,  we  lean  upon  Thee. 

For  thou  to  the  pilgrim  art  father  and  guide, 

And  Jesus  and  Mary  felt  safe  at  thy  side; 

Ah,  blessed  Saint  Joseph,  how  safe  should  I  be, 
Sweet  Spouse  of  Our  Lady  I  if  thou  wert  with  me. 

Holy  Joseph,  Dearest  Father 

Holy  Joseph,  dearest  Father, 

To  thy  children’s  prayer  incline 
Whilst  we  sing  thy  joys  and  sorrows, 

And  the  glories  which  are  thine. 

How  to  praise  thee,  how  to  thank  thee, 
Blessed  Saint,  we  cannot  tell. 

Favors  countless  hast  thou  given. 

Can  we  choose  but  love  thee  well! 
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